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The heart is the organ responsible for pumping
blood to and from all tissues and organs of the
body in most animals. Acquired diseases affecting
the heart valves or heart muscle can eventually
cause the heart to fail and result in inadequate
blood flow. The two most common diseases that
affect our canine companions are mitral valve
disease and dilated cardiomyopathy.

Through recent studies and newer
treatment options, it is possible
to extend both the survival
and quality of life of
dogs affected with
heart disease.

How is Heart Disease Diagnosed?

What is the difference between heart disease
and heart failure?
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is the difference between heart disease and
heart failure?

It is important to know that heart disease does not mean your dog is in heart failure. Many patients
develop only mild and slowly progressive valvular lesions that have no effect on their quality of life.
However, you should monitor your dog for any changes. The most common signs associated with
congestive heart failure include:

