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WEBINAR
Time (ET) Topic Speaker

11:00- 
11:15 a.m.

Welcome & Introductions Dr. Catherine 
Filejski, CAHI

11:15- 
11:30 a.m.

Veterinarians Without Borders: Overview
This presentation will introduce the vision and mission of Veterinarians 
without Borders / Vétérinaires sans Frontières — Canada, provide an 
overview of our activities to date in northern Canada, and summarize the 
results of surveys carried out to map access to veterinary services in the 
north. Moving forward, our organization envisions a role for facilitating 
communication between relevant stakeholder groups and supporting the 
development of a community animal health worker training and certification 
program that incorporates a One Health approach.

Dr. Jolene Giacinti,  
VWB/VSF

11:30- 
11:45 a.m.

Closing the gap in animal and public health outcomes for Canada’s 
remote northern Indigenous communities: Challenges and opportunities 
for the veterinary and animal health sectors
This presentation will examine how rabies prevention and control can be 
improved by increasing access to rabies vaccinations for dogs in remote 
Indigenous communities. It will provide an overview of how current federal 
regulations allow remote communities to access rabies vaccines, and how 
the Canadian animal health industry and vaccine manufacturers are working 
with indigenous communities and federal regulators to increase this access.
• Video presentation – Access in Action: Cross Lake, MB

Dr. Catherine 
Filejski, CAHI

11:45- 
12:00 p.m.

Manitoba Lay Vaccinator Working Group
This presentation will focus on the creation of the Manitoba Lay Vaccinator 
Working Group, a group composed of animal welfare organizations, 
governing bodies, veterinary community members, and community 
representation. The presentation will introduce group objectives, 
membership, identified challenges and ways forward for the development 
of a nationally recognized lay vaccinator program. Through community-
based, lay vaccinator programming we hope to develop sustainable and 
participatory veterinary services in remote communities in Manitoba and 
across Canada.

Valli Fraser-Celin, 
Winnipeg Humane 
Society

12:00- 
12:05 p.m.

Next Steps & Closing Remarks Joint

12:05- 
12:30 p.m.

Q&A with Participants All
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WEBINAR SPEAKERS

Dr. Catherine Filejski
President & CEO, Canadian 
Animal Health Institute

Dr. Catherine Filejski joined the 
Canadian Animal Health Institute 
(CAHI) in 2019, following an 11-year 
stint as Public Health Veterinarian in the 
Ontario Ministry of Health, where she 
oversaw a large-scale dog population 
management pilot project in the 
Weeneebayko Area Health Authority’s 
remote northern communities over two 
years.  Catherine is a former Co-Chair 
of the Canadian Rabies Committee, 
current Chair of the Ontario Rabies 
Advisory Committee, and a Canadian 
Director on the Rabies in the Americas 
International Steering Committee.  
With her extensive background in 
veterinary public health, she remains 
deeply committed to finding innovative 
approaches to improving health 
outcomes for Canada’s Indigenous 
communities and their animals.

Dr. Jolene Giacinti
Veterinarians without Borders — 
Canada 

Dr. Jolene Giacinti is a member of 
the Veterinarians without Borders / 
Vétérinaires sans Frontières (VWB/
VSF) — Canada Board of Directors 
and the co-chair of the Northern 
Canada Program Sub-Committee. 
Jolene is a veterinarian and researcher 
working at the intersection of animal, 
human, and environmental interaction. 
She also has experience working in 
clinical practice, government, and 
with the World Health Organization 
where she co-authored a publication 
on the current status of global data 
on human rabies transmitted by 
dogs. Throughout her career she has 
continued to volunteer with local and 
international organizations that seek to 
improve access to veterinary care for 
underserved populations.

Valli Fraser-Celin, PhD 
Remote Community Liaison at  
the Winnipeg Humane Society 

Valli works on dog population 
management strategies in remote 
communities in Manitoba and has a 
PhD in Geography from the University 
of Guelph and completed a postdoc in 
Community Health Sciences from the 
University of Calgary, which focused on 
One Health, reconciliation, and dogs 
in Indigenous communities in Canada. 
Valli views veterinary services as an 
essential social service in underserved 
communities and as part of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Calls to Action for 
improved health services in Indigenous 
communities.


