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CAHI entered 2026 with strong momentum following a busy, productive season of engagement
with policymakers, partners, and stakeholders in the fall. With renewed focus on red tape
reduction initiatives in Ottawa, we continue to advocate for key animal health priorities and
represent the interests of our members across Canada’s legislative and regulatory landscape.

Regulatory Modernization: Reliance Update

In December, Health Canada published a proposed “Order Providing for Reliance on Decisions
of, or Documents Produced by, Foreign Regulatory Authorities in Respect of Certain Drugs” in
the Canada Gazette, Part |. The Order would allow Health Canada, in defined circumstances, to
rely on decisions or technical assessments already completed by trusted foreign regulators
when reviewing certain human and veterinary drug submissions.

This proposal represents a significant step toward reducing duplicative regulatory burden and
accelerating access to veterinary medicines in Canada. By enabling reliance on equivalent
foreign reviews, the approach aligns Canada with modern international regulatory practices
and supports a more efficient pathway for bringing needed products to market, while
maintaining Canadian oversight for safety, effectiveness, and quality.

For Canada’s animal health sector, the potential impact is meaningful. Reliance offers a
practical mechanism to improve the timeliness of drug submission reviews, helping ensure
veterinarians, producers, and pet owners have access to innovative and essential tools to
protect animal health and welfare. CAHI continues to engage with our Members, stakeholders
and Health Canada to support the development of this framework and to ensure it delivers
tangible benefits for the Canadian animal health industry.

Advocacy

At the end of November, CAHI was invited to participate in the Canadian Veterinary Medical
Association’s (CVMA) Hill Day in Ottawa. This marked the first time the CVMA publicly
highlighted the impact of declining availability of veterinary medicines on frontline
veterinarians and their clients. The issue received national media attention and underscored the
shared concerns of the veterinary profession and animal health industry. CAHI's collaboration
with CVMA on this file reflects our joint commitment to ensuring healthier animals for a
healthier Canada.

While in Ottawa, | was also honoured to appear as a witness before the House of Commons
Standing Committee on International Trade as part of its study on Canada and the forthcoming
CUSMA review. The Committee's engagement on the question of access to veterinary medicine
reaffirmed the importance of CAHI's ongoing advocacy as Canada approaches the CUSMA
review.

CAHI Annual Convention

CAHI is pleased to announce our upcoming Annual Convention, which will bring together
leaders from across animal health, government, veterinary medicine, and agriculture to explore
this year's theme: Unleashed: Innovation and the Future of Animal Health. Details on the next
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Join us in our nations capital this June for Canada’s premier forum for dialogue

on the policies, partnerships, and innovations shaping the future of animal
health.

2026 PROGRAM

@ WESTIN HOTEL, OTTAWA ON

SHAWN KANUNGO: A globally recognized innovation strategist,
Shawn Kanungo works at the intersection of creativity, business,
and technology—including cutting-edge developments in
generative Al—to help companies and individuals move boldly
into the future. Shawn advises leading organizations and
executives on disruptive trends, and actively invests in early-stage
ventures. He has been recognized asAvenue Magazine's “Top 40
Under 40." In 2021, he was named inForbesas the “Best Virtual
Keynote Speaker I've Ever Seen.”

DR. DAVID COLLETO: Founder, Chair and CEO of Abacus Data,
David is one of Canada’s best known and most respected public
opinion analysts, pollsters, and social researchers.The Hill Times

recognized him as one of the Top 100 Most Influential People in
Canadian Politics.
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