
 
 

   

 

CAHI 2026 CONVENTION PROGRAM – The Westin, Ottawa 

 

Monday, June 1st  

Time Function 

11:30 am – 12:00 pm 

BC/Manitoba Room 

Lunch (BOD only) 

 

12:00 – 2:45 pm 

BC/Manitoba Room 

CAHI 2025-2026 Board of Directors Meeting  

(Board members only) 

 

2:45 – 3:00 pm 

Governor General Foyer 

Networking Break 

3:00 – 4:00 pm 

Governor General Room 

Opening Session – State of the Association Address 

Dr. Catherine Filejski, President & CEO, CAHI 

 

7:00 – 11:00 pm 

Venue Twenty-Two 

(Floor 22) 

CAHI Annual Awards Gala and Networking Dinner   

Tuesday, June 2nd   

Time Function 

7:00 – 8:00 am 

Les Saisons Room 
Breakfast 

7:00 a m  

Quebec Wall Foyer 
Registration Opens 

8:00 – 9:00 am  

Governor General Room 

CAHI Annual General Meeting 

 

9:00 – 9:15 am 

Governor General Room 

Welcome 

  

 

9:15 – 10:15 am 

Governor General Room 

 

KEYNOTE: Shawn Kanungo 

 

A globally recognized innovation strategist, Shawn Kanungo 

works at the intersection of creativity, business, and 

technology—including cutting-edge developments in 

generative AI—to help companies and individuals move 

boldly into the future. Shawn advises leading organizations 

and executives on disruptive trends, and actively invests in 

early-stage ventures. He has been recognized 

https://shawnkanungo.com/


 
 

   

 

as Avenue Magazine's “Top 40 Under 40.” In 2021, he was 

named in Forbes as the “Best Virtual Keynote Speaker I’ve 

Ever Seen.” 

 

10:15 – 10:45 am 

Governor General Foyer 

Networking Break 

10:45 am – 12:00 pm  

Governor General Room 

GENERAL SESSION: Improving access to animal health 

products in Canada 

 

Description: A discussion about the Red Tape Reduction 

initiatives by Health Canada and the CFIA and how these 

initiatives may lead to improved access to veterinary drugs, 

veterinary biologics, medicated feed additives, veterinary 

health products and animal pesticides. 

 

Speakers:  

 

Dr. Mary Jane Ireland, Chief Veterinary Officer for Canada 
and Canada’s Delegate to the World Organization for Animal 

Health 

 

Dr. Celia Lourenco, Associate Assistant Deputy Minister for 

Health Canada 

 

Moderator: Brad Kaegi, Executive Director, General Manager 

Merck Animal Health Canada 

 

12:00 – 1:00 pm  

Les Saisons Room 
Lunch 

1:00 – 2:15 pm  

Governor General Room 

PANEL SESSION: New Approach (Non-Animal) 

Methodologies in Product Research, Development  

and Licensure 

 

Description: The US and the EU are taking steps to reduce 

and eventually eliminate animal testing in biologics and drug 

development, by replacing it with in vitro testing, AI and in 

chemico testing. What is Canada’s stance on animal testing?   

https://inspection.canada.ca/en/animal-health/chief-veterinary-officer
https://www.linkedin.com/in/celia-lourenco-88a5bb13/


 
 

   

 

Will Canada join our major trading partners in this initiative?  

How will this impact timelines and costs?  What are the 

opportunities, challenges and risks? 

 

Speakers:  

 

Dr. Julie Joseph, Sr. Scientific Evaluator with Health Canada  

 

Dr. Danilo A. Tagle, Senior Scientific Advisor on Regulatory 
and Translational Research at the National Center for 

Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS) of the 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

 

Jan Robinson, Senior Technical Manager for Animal Health 

Europe 

 

Moderator: Fiona McLellan, General Manager, Virbac Canada 

Inc.   

 

2:15 – 2:45 pm 

Governor General Foyer 

Networking Break 

2:45 – 4:00 pm 

Governor General Room 

PANEL SESSION: The Evolution of Marketing in Livestock 

Animal Health 

 

Description: A deep dive into industry trends, protein 

consumption shifts, sales challenges and the incorporation 

of artificial intelligence in livestock animal health product 

marketing. 

 

Speakers:  

 

Tiago Arantes, AVP Ruminants Global Marketing Lead, Merck 

Animal Health 

 

Christy Stewart, Sr. Director of Customer Engagement, 

Elanco Animal Health 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/julie-teresa-joseph/
https://mpsworldsummit.org/speaker/danilo-tagle-nih-ncats/
https://animalhealtheurope.eu/resources/press-releases/jan-robinson-joins-animalhealtheurope-as-senior-technical-manager/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tiago-arantesp/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/christy-stewart-b8225a8a/


 
 

   

 

Melissa Decker, Head of Global Commercial Development, 

Livestock, Zoetis 

 

Moderator: Jim Holliday, Chief Executive Officer, Bio Agri Mix 
LP 

 

4:00 – 4:30 pm 

Governor General Room 

Meeting of the newly elected CAHI 2026-2027 Board of 

Directors (Board members only) 

 

 

4:00 – 5:30 pm 

Ontario Room 

CAHI – CCVB Bilateral Meeting (Biologics) 

 

Description: A dynamic and engaging meeting with the CAHI 

Biologics Committee and the CCVB to discuss regulatory 

challenges, current and future projects. 

 

Note that meeting participants are restricted to CAHI 

Biologics Committee members. There is limited capacity for 

observers to attend. 

 

5:30 – 8:00 pm 

The Metropolitain 

Brasserie 

 

Cutest Pets on Parliament Hill Awards Ceremony 

 

Wednesday, June 3rd   

Time Function 

7:30 – 8:30 am 

Les Saisons Room 

 

Breakfast 

 

8:30 – 9:30 am  

Governor General Room  

KEYNOTE: David Coletto, Founder, Chair, and CEO of Abacus 

Data 

 

David is one of Canada’s best known and most respected 

public opinion analysts, pollsters, and social 

researchers. The Hill Times recognized him as one of the Top 

100 Most Influential People in Canadian Politics.  

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/melissa-decker-9b1a00/
https://abacusdata.ca/team/david-coletto/


 
 

   

 

9:30 – 10:00 am 

Governor General Foyer 

Networking Break 

10:00 – 11:15 am  

Governor General Room  

PANEL SESSION: Consumer Trends in Companion Animal 

Health 

 

Description: A look at pet owner trends, up-and-coming pet 

products set to revolutionize pet healthcare and economic 

drivers of change. 

 

Speakers:  

 

Jeremy Page, Head of E-Commerce, Merck Animal Health 

 

Andrea Binder, Thought Leader for the Pet Care Industry, 

NielsenIQ 

 

Christine Carriere, President & CEO of Pets Canada 

 

Moderator: Senani Ratnayake, National Director of 

Engagement and Practice Services for Vet Alliance 

 

11:15 am – 12:45 pm 

 Ontario Room 

 

CAHI – ROEB Bilateral Meeting 

 

Description: A dynamic and engaging meeting with the CAHI 

ROEB-GMP Sub-Committee and ROEB to discuss regulatory 

challenges, current and future projects. 

 

Note that meeting participants are restricted to CAHI ROEB-

GMP Sub-Committee members. There is limited capacity for 

observers to attend. 

 

12:45 – 1:30 pm 

Governor General Foyer 

Lunch 

 

1:30 – 3:30 pm  

Ontario Room 

 

CAHI – VDD Bilateral Meeting (Drugs) 

 

Description: A dynamic and engaging meeting with the CAHI 

Drug Committee and the VDD to discuss regulatory 

challenges, current and future projects. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jeremy-page-556a3720/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andreabinder/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/christine-carri%C3%A8re-98716154/


 
 

   

 

 

Note that meeting participants are restricted to CAHI Drug 

Committee members. There is limited capacity for observers 

to attend. 

 

3:30 – 4:00 pm 

Ontario Room 

Break  

4:00 – 6:00 pm 

Ontario Room 

 

CAHI – PRD Bilateral Meeting 

 

Description: A dynamic and engaging meeting with the CAHI 

Pesticides Committee and the PRD to discuss regulatory 

challenges, current and future projects. 

 

Note that meeting participants are restricted to CAHI 

Pesticides Committee members. There is limited capacity for 

observers to attend. 

 

 


